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NCRTA Past President

     

1990-1991

Ray E. West

E-mail address: raywest@nc.rr.com
Place of Employment/Position:

Ray E. West, Consultant, Chapel Hill

Retired as Director of the Department of Recreational

Therapy, UNC Hospitals 5/1/05

Position (s) held in NCRTA: 

At Large Member of the BOD, President-Elect, President, Past- President

Highlights during my term as President:
Established mailing address for NCRTA and applied for tax-exempt status as a 501C-6 professional/trade association.  During my term we established first NCRTA committee structures.  NCRTA became an ATRA Chapter Affiliate in 1989 so initiating ATRA Chapter Affiliate activities was also initiated during my term of office.  NCRTA was represented at the first and second Forums on Allied Health Manpower which led to the development of NC Council for Allied Health with NCRTA as a charter member.  NCRTA provided input to the NC AHEC program in their development of North Carolina Health Careers, the first AHEC publication describing NC health careers.  We also initiated a relationship with the state presidents of allied heath organizations during my term as President of NCRTA.  NCRTA co-sponsored a workshop ”Assessment for Recreation Therapy” with the Department of Recreation Therapy at UNC Hospitals.

What encouraged me to step up as a leader of NCRTA: 

The need for and potential of an independent, autonomous, state professional association and first state ATRA Chapter Affiliate 

Advice for NCRTA members on how to get the most out of their Association: 

Join early in your career and be as involved as possible in as many activities as possible.

What legacy I wish to leave for the Association:  

The opportunity to have a strong state professional association representing state interests and a state chapter affiliation with ATRA.  I encourage members to use NCRTA to enhance the consistency of recreational therapy practice competencies and the consistency of practice to improve the consistency of reaching evidenced-based outcomes that are valued by our stakeholders (consumers, physicians, members of treatment teams, payers, health care administrators, policy makers, etc.).  This is the future of the profession.  NCRTA needs to maintain it’s role to be a strong advocate for and a supporter of NC BRTL.

What changes/growth I would like to see for NCRTA in the future:  

 NCRTA should work to increase membership so most recreational therapy practitioners are members of NCRTA.  NCRTA should work with colleges and universities to improve the consistency of academic preparation and the competencies of new graduates.   NCRTA should strengthen continuing education opportunities to increase the competencies of practitioners.  NCRTA should work with state agencies to increase the recognition of recreational therapy as a health care profession.

Recreation activities I enjoy:

Activities with my family, kayaking, photography, music (R&B, blues, beach), dancing and anything at the beach.  I especially like enjoying and photographing beach sunsets.  Beaufort and Key West are two of my favorite places.

Specifics during my term of office:


Board Members:  President-Elect- Wayne Pollock, Past-President-Dick Hatfield for 
Cindy Flowers, Secretary-Annette Johnson, 
Treasurer– Bill Unger, Members at Large: 
Ed Kesgen, Pam Wilson, Student Representatives: Emily Oakes, Brock Schnider.


Total Budget: Approximately $5000


Conference Location:  The first NCRTA conference started the next year during Wayne 
Pollock’s term as President of NCRTA.

